
Mrs. Annie Laurie Bell
Atkinson
August 6, 1913 - April 13, 2017

A memorial service for Annie Laurie Bell Atkinson, 103, wife of the late
Reverend Dr. Samuel Marvin Atkinson will be held at Bethlehem United
Methodist Church on Monday, April 17 at 2:00 in the afternoon. The family will
receive friends in the Dr. S. M. Atkinson Center following the service.
Hancock-Elmore-Hill Funeral Home of Bishopville is in charge of
arrangements. 

 

Mrs. Atkinson died on April 13, 2017, at home in Murrells Inlet, SC. Born in
1913 in the Wampee community of Horry County she was the daughter of the
late Joseph Lay Bell and Della Bellamy Bell. She was the only surviving
sibling in her family. In addition to her husband, she was predeceased by
brothers Elfred, Joe, William and Glenn Bell, sisters Bernice Clardy and
Marguerite Lewis, son Samuel Marvin Atkinson, Jr., and son-in-law Dr. Chuck
May. 

She was a graduate of Wampee High School, Pineland Junior College and
Columbia College, Class of 1934. She was married for 61 years and served
along with her husband numerous Methodist churches in South Carolina. She
taught in church school kindergarten for more than thirty years. Through out
the years, she was a member of garden clubs, book clubs, United Methodist
Women, and Columbia College Founder’s Society. She was a member of
Bethlehem United Methodist Church. She was a loving mother, grandmother,



great-grandmother, and friend, as well as a wonderful cook. Mrs. Atkinson
lived at the Methodist Manor of the Pee Dee in Florence, SC for 11 years,
where she enjoyed reconnecting with old friends. Even at 103, she never
forgot a name or face. 

Survivors include daughter Margaret Ann Atkinson May of Murrells Inlet, SC.
Grandchildren include Charles Raysor May, IV (Emily) of Columbia, SC;
Lauranne May Auster (Neil) of Davenport, FL; and Nelle May Stephenson of
Murrells Inlet, SC; Katherine A. McInnis (Jeff) of Ft. Walton, Florida; Sandra A.
O’Rourke (Peter) of Greenville, NC; Elizabeth A. Bing (J.R.) of Ormond
Beach, Florida; Christopher Atkinson (Charlotte) of Charlotte, NC. Great
grandchildren are Matty and Chas May; Maggie May Stephenson; Miller,
Bradley and Morgan McInnis; Andrew Brown, Sam and Jack O’Rourke; and
Russell and Henry Bing. 

 

Memorials may be made to Bethlehem United Methodist Church PO Box 167
Bishopville, SC 29010 or the charity of your choice.



Previous Events

Service

APR 17. 2:00 PM (ET)

Bethlehem United Methodist Church
115 W. Church Street
Bishopville, SC 29010

Visitation

APR 17. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Bethlehem Cemetery
110 Pinchum Sly Road
Bishopville, SC 29010
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October 08, 2023 at 04:16 PM

Mrs. Annie Laurie Bell Atkinson

March 25, 2023 at 11:01 AM

Mrs. Annie Laurie Bell Atkinson

April 15, 2017 at 05:32 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Annie Laurie Bell Atkinson.

Marilyn Hardister - April 15, 2017 at 01:13 PM

Margaret Ann and Nelle, one good thing about Facebook is the way
we can post important information. Thank you, Nelle, for posting.
With mixed feelings we say goodby to Annie Laurie but with joy in
our hearts we know she made it Home safely and got there to
celebrate Easter with the Family this year. I know you will miss her
but knowing where she is makes it bearable. MA, she was the last
of our mothers to go and you were so blessed to have her with you
for as long as you did. May her legacy of life continue throughout
many generations. Love , Marilyn McNeill Hardister

https://www.hancockelmorehill.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hancockelmorehill.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Janice Vaug - April 15, 2017 at 11:02 AM

Mrs. Atkinson was a beautiful lady who was
kind, gracious, and gentle. I pray for comfort
for all of you. She meant a lot to me, as does
her family.

Candy Jackson - April 14, 2017 at 10:57 PM

I didn't know her personally, but I know she was dearly loved by her
daughter, granddaughter Nelle, and great-grandfather Maggie.
Prayers sent for the whole family.


